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The South 
Minneapolis 
Housing and 
Home Im-
provement 
Fair will be 
held Sat., 
Mar. 10, from 
10:00 a.m. to 

3:00 p.m., at South High School (3131 
19th Ave. S.). The fair, which is free and 
open to the public, promotes city living, 
home improvement and maintenance, 
and community involvement. This will 
be the fairõs 13th year.

Approximately 100 reputable contrac-
tors, real estate agents, lenders, and com-
munity organizations will have exhibits 
at the fair. In addition, no-cost education-
al workshops will be available on topics 
such as landscaping, home security, in-
terior design, and energy conservation. 
Both vendor displays and seminars are 
designed to help current and prospective 
homeowners in the process of improv-
ing, maintaining, enlarging, purchasing, 
or reþ nancing a home.
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About 100 people gathered on Dec. 29 to 
show support for Roosevelt Community 
Library and to thank Rooseveltõs staff. The 
library is òtemporarilyó closed because of 
budget cuts. See pages 4 and 5 for more 
photos and for ways you can help to keep 
the library open permanently.

The City of Minneapolis has been working on new guidelines for how community 
members and groups should have input into city activities that concern them. Minne-
apolis has a complex system of boards and advisory groups (some standing and some 
temporary for a speciþ c purpose) to which residents or groups can give opinions. It is 
confusing for people working with the city or wishing to inÿ uence a decision to know 
what group to contact and how much weight that group has in making the þ nal decision. 
In addition, the city often wishes or needs to get community input on projects, plans, 
policies, etc., but the situations that require this input and the manner of getting input 
are not standardized. In 2006, the city studied this problem and came up with some 
recommendations about how the community should be engaged in the decision-making 
process. These recommendations were made public in November 2006 and are available 
at http://www.nrp.org/R2/News/NewsArch/2006/20061215.html.

Minneapolis would like the recommendations to be implemented in time for the stan-
dardized procedures to be used during the creation of the 2008 budget, which starts in 
mid-2007. It therefore began taking public comments on them in late 2006 and early 
2007. Public meetings have been held around the city to solicit input, but comments can 
be received until Feb. 8.

The publication schedule of SENA News did not permit publicizing the process for 
community input well in advance. However, if any reader receives this issue in time to 
attend a meeting, the dates, times, and locations of the meetings closest to the Standish 
and Ericsson geographic area are listed on page 2. (For a complete list of meetings, visit 
the NRP Web site (www.nrp.org) or call the SENA ofþ ce.)

Do you want to know about SENAõs upcoming meetings, as well as about community 
events and fun things to do? Then sign up for weekly e-mail updates. Signing up is easy. 
Just send an e-mail to standish_ericsson@hotmail.com with òsubscribeó in the subject 
line. The e-mail update is sent every Wednesday.




