
INSIDE THIS ISSUE…

SENA NEWS

Housing and Home 
Improvement Fair, 
Housing and Home 
Improvement Fair, 
Housing and Home 

March 10
Improvement Fair, 

March 10
Improvement Fair, 

The South 
Minneapolis 
Housing and 
Home Im-
provement 
Fair will be 
held Sat., 
Mar. 10, from 
10:00 a.m. to 

3:00 p.m., at South High School (3131 
19th Ave. S.). The fair, which is free and 
open to the public, promotes city living, 
home improvement and maintenance, 
and community involvement. This will 
be the fair’s 13th year.

Approximately 100 reputable contrac-
tors, real estate agents, lenders, and com-
munity organizations will have exhibits 
at the fair. In addition, no-cost education-
al workshops will be available on topics 
such as landscaping, home security, in-
terior design, and energy conservation. 
Both vendor displays and seminars are 
designed to help current and prospective 
homeowners in the process of improv-
ing, maintaining, enlarging, purchasing, 
or refi nancing a home.
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About 100 people gathered on Dec. 29 to 
show support for Roosevelt Community 
Library and to thank Rooseveltõs staff. The 
library is òtemporarilyó closed because of 
budget cuts. See pages 4 and 5 for more 
photos and for ways you can help to keep 
the library open permanently.

City Developing New Community
Engagement Policy
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City Developing New Community

The City of Minneapolis has been working on new guidelines for how community 
members and groups should have input into city activities that concern them. Minne-
apolis has a complex system of boards and advisory groups (some standing and some 
temporary for a specifi c purpose) to which residents or groups can give opinions. It is 
confusing for people working with the city or wishing to infl uence a decision to know 
what group to contact and how much weight that group has in making the fi nal decision. 
In addition, the city often wishes or needs to get community input on projects, plans, 
policies, etc., but the situations that require this input and the manner of getting input 
are not standardized. In 2006, the city studied this problem and came up with some 
recommendations about how the community should be engaged in the decision-making 
process. These recommendations were made public in November 2006 and are available 
at http://www.nrp.org/R2/News/NewsArch/2006/20061215.html.

Minneapolis would like the recommendations to be implemented in time for the stan-
dardized procedures to be used during the creation of the 2008 budget, which starts in 
mid-2007. It therefore began taking public comments on them in late 2006 and early 
2007. Public meetings have been held around the city to solicit input, but comments can 
be received until Feb. 8.

The publication schedule of SENA News did not permit publicizing the process for 
community input well in advance. However, if any reader receives this issue in time to 
attend a meeting, the dates, times, and locations of the meetings closest to the Standish 
and Ericsson geographic area are listed on page 2. (For a complete list of meetings, visit 
the NRP Web site (www.nrp.org) or call the SENA offi ce.)

Be In-the-Know with SENA E-Mail Updates
Do you want to know about SENA’s upcoming meetings, as well as about community 
events and fun things to do? Then sign up for weekly e-mail updates. Signing up is easy. 
Just send an e-mail to standish_ericsson@hotmail.com with “subscribe” in the subject 
line. The e-mail update is sent every Wednesday.
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Tues., Jan. 30, Location: Minnehaha United Methodist Church, 3701 E. 50th St., Time: 7:
00–8:30 p.m. (This is the one meant for Standish and Ericsson residents, but anyone can go 
to any meeting.)

Tues., Jan. 30, Location: Plaza Verde, 1516 E. Lake St., Time: 7:00–8:30 p.m. (Interpreters for 
Spanish, Somali, Hmong, Vietnamese, Lao, and Oromo languages will be available.)

Wed., Jan. 31, Location: Marcy Open School, 415 4th Ave. S.E., Time: 7:00–8:30 p.m.

City Developing New Community Engagement Policy
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FebruaryFebruaryFebruary
1 Blood pressure checks following congregate dining, which starts at 12:00 noon, Holy Cross 

Lutheran Church (1720 E. Minnehaha Pkwy.) 
6 Senior luncheon at Sibley Park (1900 E. 40th St.), 11:30 a.m. (See p. 7.)
8 Low Vision Support Group, Ebenezer Lutheran Church (1830 E. 41st St.), 10:00 a.m.
12 SENA Board meeting (1830 E. 42nd St.), 7:00 p.m., handicapped accessible
20 Senior congregate dining, Ebenezer Lutheran Church, 12:30 p.m., followed by a short 

program and blood pressure checks
22 Caregiver Support Group, Ebenezer Lutheran Church, 1:00 p.m.
27 Senior blood pressure checks, Standish Green (2210 E. 40th St.), 12:00 noon
28 Nokomis Healthy Seniors health program, Wally Hannes, musician, Faith Lutheran Church 

(3430 E. 51st St.), 1:30 p.m. (See p. 7.)

March
1 Blood pressure checks following congregate dining, which starts at 12:00 noon, Holy Cross 

Lutheran Church (1720 E. Minnehaha Pkwy.)
6 Senior luncheon at Sibley Park (1900 E. 40th St.), 11:30 a.m. (See p. 7.)
8 Low Vision Support Group, Ebenezer Lutheran Church (1830 E. 41st St.), 10:00 a.m.
10 South Minneapolis Housing and Home Improvement Fair, South High School (3131 19th 

Ave. S.), 10:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m. (See p. 1.)
12 SENA Board meeting (1830 E. 42nd St.), 7:00 p.m., handicapped accessible
13 Basketball/softball registration starts at Sibley Park
20 Senior congregate dining, Ebenezer Lutheran Church, 12:30 p.m., followed by a short 

program and blood pressure checks
22 Caregiver Support Group, Ebenezer Lutheran Church, 1:00 p.m.
27 Senior blood pressure checks, Standish Green (2210 E. 40th St.), 12:00 noon
28 Nokomis Healthy Seniors health program, “Safety for Seniors,” Faith Lutheran Church 

(3430 E. 51st St.), 1:30 p.m. (See p. 7.)
31 Bunny Brunch and Egg Hunt, brunch at 9:30 a.m., activities at 10:00 a.m. (See p. 7.)

Do you recognize this landmark? The 
answer is on page 7.

The fair is a family event. There 
will be a special workshop where 
children will get to build their own 
wooden project for the yard or 
garden. The fair also features door 
prizes.

The Housing Fair is presented by 
South High Community Education 
and participating South Minneapolis 
neighborhood associations, includ-
ing the Standish-Ericsson Neighbor-
hood Association. For more informa-
tion, go to www.housingfair.org; 
e-mail mplshousingfair@yahoo.com; 
or call 875-4545.

Housing & Home 
Improvement Fair

î Dpoujovfe gspn qbhf 2 î

Senior Activities
Activities for seniors that occur on specifi c dates are listed in the above 
calendar. The following are recurring social activities. (1) The “Nurse Is 
In” at Bethel Evangelical Lutheran Church (4120 17th Ave. S., 724-3693) 
on Thursday mornings. Seniors can chat over coffee and cake, have a 
blood pressure check, or schedule a pedicure. (2) Congregate dining 12:00 
noon Monday–Friday, Holy Cross Lutheran Church (1720 E. Minnehaha 
Pkwy.). Call 729-6668 two days ahead. $3 donation requested. (3) Seniors 
Card Club at the Hiawatha YMCA (4100 28th Ave. S., 729-7397), every 
Monday (12:00 noon until 2:00 p.m.). Call Dori Brandon (821-2976) for more information. 
(4) Crafty Ladies at Sibley Park (19th Ave. S. and E. 40th St., 370-4954) on Tuesdays, 9:30 
a.m. to 12:00 noon. Knitting, crocheting, and all types of crafts items are worked on. Bring 
your craft ideas and join in.
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UPDATES

Did You Know?
B     Tillie’s Bean (2803 E. 38th St.) came away from the No-

vember 2006 Calhoun Square Coffee Festival with the 
Best Brew Award.

SENA Says Thank You…
…to David Stover for generous help with production.

SENA Board Meetings Are
Public Meetings

SENA Board Meetings Are
Public Meetings

SENA Board Meetings Are

The SENA Board of Directors meets the second Monday of ev-
ery month at 7:00 p.m. at the SENA offi ce (1830 E. 42nd St.). All 
meetings are open to the public. The agenda for each meeting 
includes “Community Issues.” This is the time and forum for 
residents and businesses to bring concerns about the Standish 
and Ericsson neighborhoods to the board for further discussion. 
You are encouraged to take advantage of this opportunity.

Planning Under Way for 
46th Street Transit-Oriented 

Planning Under Way for 
46th Street Transit-Oriented 

Planning Under Way for 

Development
The Minneapolis Department of Community Planning and 
Economic Development is beginning a yearlong process to for-
mulate a transit-oriented development (TOD) strategy for the 
46th St. and Hiawatha Ave. light-rail-transit station area. This 
TOD strategy will update the current station area development 
vision, as well as the market study and traffi c analysis; create 
concept designs for street and storm-water improvements; ana-
lyze alternate scenarios for several development opportunity 
sites; and devise an action plan for moving planning goals into 
implementation.

The SENA Board chose two neighborhood representatives 
(Charles Carlson and Dan Flo) and one alternate (Phil Behrend) 
to serve on the Advisory Committee and to report back to the 
board and Development Review Committee. 

Watch for information about public workshops at 
www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/cped/46th_street_rfp_home.asp.

More Education Grants Awarded
In keeping with the 
Neighborhood Re-
vitalization Program 
(NRP) Phase II Plan, 
the SENA Quality of 
Life Action Group 
gave grants to Roos-
evelt High School 
(RHS) for a garden 
containing native 
Minnesota plants and to Sibley Park for its computer lab.

The RHS garden will be planned and planted by ninth-grade 
science students taught by Sharon Haldeman and used for obser-
vation by the 10th- through 12th-grade biology students of James 
White. Erin Rupp, the school’s Americorps VISTA volunteer, 
will be the garden’s coordinator for its fi rst year. The garden, 
which will be planted later this spring on 28th Ave. in front of 
the school, will be used by future biology classes for research and 
observation. The project is an example of project-based learning; 
students will do research, planning, and observation as well as 
hands-on digging and planting. 

The Sibley Park Community Center has computers but no funds 
to provide services for them. The money from SENA will ensure 
Internet access for at least the coming year. 

Housing Action Group
n    We have completed a review of the 2007 SENA Deferred 

Loan Program with help from the HousingResource Cen-
ter–Southside staff. The 2007 Deferred Loan Program will 
be announced in the next issue of SENA News.

Quality of Life Action Group 
n    As part of SENA’s NRP Phase I Plan from 1998, the neighbor-

hood approved $75,000 for park building upgrades at Lake 
Hiawatha. We then waited patiently for the Park Board to 
start building reconstruction. That $500,000 reconstruction 
has begun, and we are happy to announce that our NRP 
funds are paying for additional upgrades, including many 
more windows facing the lake in the new meeting room, 
a wood fl oor, a kitchen divider wall, an enclosed entry on 
the north side, and new EnergyStar appliances. Thanks go 
to Park Board planning staff and Park Director Sara DePue 
for all their assistance.

Transportation Action Group
n    We are on hiatus until further notice. If you’re interested 

in working on neighborhood transportation issues, please 
contact the SENA offi ce. If more volunteers are secured, the 
group will reactivate.

Development Review Committee 
n    The City of Minneapolis is in the process of requesting pro-

posals for the triangle-shaped property at 4100 Hiawatha 
Ave. S. The process will include a neighborhood review this 
spring. Also, a site plan for 4737 and 4745 Cedar Ave. S. (the 
former site of Dairy Queen and Wayne’s Service Station) has 
been approved by the City of Minneapolis. Expect to see a 
Caribou Coffee and a take-and-bake pizza establishment on 
that corner in a few months. 

Graffi ti Task Force 
n    We’re taking the month of February off but will meet again 

in March.

Grant-Writers Group 
n     We continue to meet as needed–generally the third Tuesday 

of the month at 5:00 p.m. New members are always welcome. 
We particularly need people with grant-writing or develop-
ment skills.

Bmm nffujoht ublf qmbdf bu uif TFOB pgû df/ Qmfbtf dbmm 
uif pgû df )832.2712* up dpoû sn nffujoh ujnft/

Sibley Park's new computer lab.
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Keep Advocating for the Library
cz Lbuiz Gpse- Tuboejti Sftjefou

The doors to our Roosevelt Community Library may be closed, 
but the building is not for sale. Strong public outrage at the 
prospect of permanent closure for three (Webber Park, South-
east, and Roosevelt) community libraries led to a barrage of 
e-mails and lobbying of public offi cials to keep the libraries 
open. This grassroots support for our library system continues 
as advocates work to reverse these “temporary” closings. There 
is no timeline for reopening since decisions are dependent on 
fi nding a permanent fi nancial solution to the library system’s 
budget woes.

Recent History
Already experiencing budget concerns, the Minneapolis Public 
Library system was adversely affected in 2003 when the state 
cut local government aid (LGA) funds to cities. Since that time, 
deep systemwide cuts in operational hours and staff positions 
have been made. With two renovated libraries (East Lake and 
Northeast Regional) scheduled to reopen in 2007, the decision 
was made to operate only 12 community libraries, on a uniform 
schedule. While apologizing for the decision to approve closings, 
the Minneapolis Library Board stated that there simply was not 
enough money to run the entire system.

Throughout this process, library advocates have refused to pit 
one library against another. People worked for and continue 
to advocate for the entire system. Library supporters point out 
that all Minneapolis residents have been paying additional taxes 
due to the passage of the library referendum six years ago. The 
referendum promised that, in addition to a new Central Library, 
all community branches would benefi t. Obviously, the current 
situation does not benefi t all branches.

What Can We Do?
Final decisions about the closed libraries won’t be made before 
summer 2007 at the earliest. What can we, as Standish and 
Ericsson residents, do to hasten the day when the doors of our 
library reopen? Some suggestions for involvement and advocacy 
include the following.

1. Join or volunteer with the Friends of the Minneapolis 
Public Libraries. This support group has been instrumental 
in lobbying on behalf of our library system and debunk-
ing myths that have circulated regarding the libraries. Its 

weekly e-mail update 
gives information and 
important news. You 
can connect through 
the general library Web 
site (www.mplib.org) 
or directly by phone 
(630-6170) or e-mail 
(friends@mplib.org(friends@mplib.org( ).

2. Call or e-mail the 
governor and your 
state representatives
and encourage them 
to support additional 
LGA funding for the 
City of Minneapolis. For most people in our neighbor-
hoods, the state representative is Jim Davnie (651-296-0173, 
rep.jim.davnie@house.mn/62A) and the state senator is Patricia 
Torres Ray (651-296-4274, sen.patricia.torres.ray@senate.mn/62). 
Other people can get contact information for representatives 
from 651-296-6646 and for senators from 651-296-0504. Gov. 
Tim Pawlenty’s number is 651-296-3391 (tim.pawlenty@state.
mn.us). 

3. Continue to e-mail or call the City Council and mayor to 
voice support for the entire library system and the reopen-
ing of the three neighborhood branches. The City Council 
makes the budgetary decisions for the system, and members 
need to continue to hear from the 
public regarding library support. 
Even if the state increases LGA 
monies for Minneapolis, the City 
Council determines how it will be 
spent. In addition, members need 
to hear that the public wants per-
manent, ongoing funding, not a 
one-time allocation that does 
not permit long-term viability. 
Mayor R. T. Rybak’s number is 
673-2100 (rt.minneapolis.org); 
the general City Council 
number is 673-2200 (http:
//www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/
council). Individual members from our wards are Gary Schiff 
(673-2209, http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/contact/email-
form-schiff.asp) and Sandra Colvin Roy (673-2212, http:
//www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/contact/email-form-roy.asp). 
Schiff and Colvin Roy have been supportive, so thank them 
and ask them not to give up. 

4. Continue to voice support for Roosevelt Community Library 
and the library system to Library Board members (http:
//www.mplib.org/boardadmin.asp). Past experience has 
shown that the board considers Roosevelt the least valued 
of the neighborhood libraries. Members need to hear that 
this area values its library and the services it provides.

5. Donõt accept the myths. Residents of Standish and Ericsson 
have been told that Roosevelt is too close to East Lake and 
Nokomis. The actual distance is 1.8 miles to either one. Most 
libraries in the system are in similar proximity to other librar-
ies. (For instance, the distance between Sumner and Central 

People wrote notes on a banner.

The last books were checked out on Dec. 29.

Council member Gary Schiff, and 
others, spoke.
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Business Feature

is 1.7 miles; East Lake and Franklin are 1.8 miles apart.) In 
fact, most of the libraries are about 2 to 3 miles apart. 

Another myth says that the three closed libraries are in need 
of expensive repairs. Although true, it must be remembered 
that Roosevelt was scheduled for building renovations in 2002 
and that it was bypassed in favor of other libraries. None 
of the three libraries has received the 
amount of money that has been put 
into maintenance of other buildings. 
Some library trustees have publicly 
said that neglect of certain branches 
does not make these libraries less im-
portant than those that have received 
the building funds. It only means that 
a less-fancy facility has continued to 
serve the public with fewer amenities 
than the renovated buildings. 

A related myth says that because Roosevelt is in need of re-
pairs, it is costly to operate. In fact, Roosevelt operated well 
in spite of its needs. With its small size and limited staff, it 
was one of the most cost-effective libraries in the system, ac-
cording to a cost analysis presented to the Library Board. 

Finally, a myth says that Minneapolis has too many libraries. 
According to data presented to the Library Board analyzing 

City Lakes Chiropractic: Refuting the Cynics 
cz Cjmm Gjfu{fs- Tuboejti Sftjefou

several cities of comparable size, this is not true. Minneapolis 
is actually at the low end of average, even when all branch 
libraries are operating.

6. Voice your support for the initiative to fund Central Li-
braryõs operational costs as part of the Hennepin County 
Library system. Central Library houses many materials 

that are unique, and much of the collection is used on 
a regional basis. According to studies of central and re-
gional libraries in other cities, the size of the Minneapolis 
Central Library is appropriate for the centerpiece of a 
regional system. Currently, the residents of Minneapolis 
are funding something that is of value to the entire area. 
Discussion of a city-county partnership is under way, led 
by the Hennepin County Commission (general number, 
348-3081; Commissioner Peter McLaughlin, 348-7884, 
Commissioner.McLaughlin@co.hennepin.mn.us).

7. Donõt start making plans for what to do with the building 
if it does not reopen. That implies that the neighborhood 
can get along without it. Instead, talk about when the library 
reopens, and encourage friends to do likewise. Make it clear 
to everyone that permanent closure is not acceptable. 

Roosevelt Community Library has been part of the Standish and 
Ericsson neighborhoods since 1927. Let's work so that in 2007 we 
can celebrate its 80th birthday and plan for 80 years more.

As I enter the offi ce of City 
Lakes Chiropractic (2903 E. 
42nd St.), I recall the repu-
tation chiropractors have 
for being on the wrong side 
of the tracks medically and 
for dealing with false injury 
claims. Once inside, however, 

every indicator points to an operation that effi ciently supports 
the quality and benefi cence of its healing services. Shana, the 
receptionist, briskly sets up appointments and pulls out 
records; Angela, the offi ce manager, fi elds all the demands 
placed on a modern clinic from the phone in her offi ce; Lynn, 
the massage therapist, stops by and inquires about her next 
appointment while an intern asks Angela about correct offi ce 
procedure. Even the magazines on the wall rack are varied, 
plentiful, and up-to-date. 

Only the owner of City Lakes Chiropractic, Dr. James Ander-
son, acknowledges any qualms about the legitimacy of chiro-
practic therapy. “Being a cynic got me into it,” he admits. 

The treatment Dr. Anderson offers is mainstream and “well-
ness-centered.” His goals are twofold: correct misalignment 
and reduce defi xation. The focus behind these medical terms 
centers upon discovering and repairing the underlying dam-
age that causes the symptoms.

Such focus also helps to authenticate real medical injuries from 

fraudulent claims. For example, a claim of whiplash can be 
verifi ed by the contraction and tightening of the muscles in 
the neck. Automobile whiplash causes the neck to straighten. 
If a patient’s neck remains curved — as it is normally — the 
patient’s claim of whiplash becomes suspect. X rays become 
telltale in such instances and confi rm the accuracy of Dr. An-
derson’s diagnosis. Dr. Anderson is often called on to provide 
expert testimony in court cases involving whiplash claims.

Victor Marty and his son, Joel, founded and operated the 
chiropractic clinic at 29th Ave. and 42nd St. almost 50 years 
ago. Dr. Anderson took over the business in 1998. In seeking 
a practice near where he grew up in Richfi eld, Dr. Anderson 
now has what he deems “a perfect fi t.” And, with his clinic 
a major center for the hands-on training of interns from the 
Northwestern College of Chiropractic Medicine, this former 
cynic promises those of us in the neighborhood with stiff and 
aching joints that he “is not going anywhere.”

City Lakes Chi-
ropractic is open 
on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and 
Fridays, from 8:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Its phone number 
is 722-2147.

People tied blue ribbons on the fence.
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NEIGHBORHOOD FEATURE

Minnesota 
FoodShare 

March 
Campaign 

Marks 25th 
Campaign 

Marks 25th 
Campaign 

Year
March 2007 is the 25th anniversary of the March campaign for 
Minnesota FoodShare. While the program’s sponsor, the Greater 
Minneapolis Council of Churches, does not celebrate the fact 
that after 25 years people in Minnesota still need help with 
groceries, it does celebrate the fact that thousands of congrega-
tions, corporations, civic groups, schools, and individuals are 
willing to donate food to restock more than 260 of the state’s 
foodshelves.

Standish and Ericsson residents can drop off nonperishable 
food items and cash at the Salvation Army South Offi ce Food-
shelf at 1604 E. Lake St. The foodshelf is open Monday through 
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Call 
fi rst (767-2700) before stopping by to make sure someone is in 
the offi ce.

Problem Property Caucus: Keeping Watch on the Neighborhoods
cz Kvez Qfbdpdl- Tuboejti Sftjefou

On a recent afternoon, I listened as members of the Problem 
Property Caucus reviewed an agenda of problem addresses in 
the Standish and Ericsson neighborhoods. The caucus includes 
a representative from the Minneapolis Police Department, the 
Minneapolis Housing Inspections Department, Council Mem-
ber Gary Schiff’s offi ce, Council Member Sandy Colvin Roy’s 
offi ce, and SENA. 

According to the caucus, the designation “problem” property 
pertains not only to the unsightly exterior appearance of a 
house or business (peeling paint, rubbish in the yard, broken 
windows, etc.) but also to crime-related behavior of occupants 
(loud parties, suspected drug dealing, etc.). The caucus does 
not deal with disputes between neighbors such as arguments 
about overhanging tree branches or property lines. 

On this day, the caucus reviewed the status of complaints against 
about a dozen houses, ranging from a house with deteriorating 
stucco to a house on the verge of forfeiture. Some addresses 
were new to the list, and others had been on the list for several 
months because of the compliance process. I heard a whole new 
vocabulary with terms such as orders to repair, redemption period, 
confession of judgment, and directorõs list.

The caucus also seeks to determine whether or not a house 
is being lived in, whether it is being used illegally as a rental 
property, or whether the owner has “walked.” One source of 
unsightly property occurs when an owner begins a construction 
project and then, for one reason or another, is unable to fi nish it. 
The caucus keeps tabs on building permits and is aware when 
no progress is being made. (To help minimize the problem, the 
city now issues building permits with shorter time frames.)

The properties reviewed by the Problem Property Caucus 
fall into one of the three following categories: vacant and/or 
boarded structures; chronic housing or building code violations; 
and suspected or known criminal activity. A property may be 
identifi ed for review by members of the caucus or by neighbor-
hood residents and/or businesses. 

All addresses on the review list are confi dential. The day I was 
present, caucus members did not share full addresses with me 
or any photos of property. SENA and the Problem Property 
Caucus place a high priority on maintaining the privacy rights 
of residents and businesses.

The Problem Property Caucus, which meets monthly at the 
SENA offi ce, has existed for fi ve years. Similar groups exist 
in other Minneapolis neighborhoods; all such groups must be 
sponsored by a neighborhood organization in order to obtain 
the participation of city offi cials.

The Problem Property Caucus serves as a forum for exchanging 
information among city agencies. It sees that problem addresses 
are brought to the attention of the appropriate agency and stays 
on top of problems until they are resolved. Listening to the mem-
bers of the caucus, I was impressed with their knowledge of the 
Standish and Ericsson neighborhoods and their commitment to 
enhancing the livability of our neighborhoods.

If you would like to report a property on your block, please call 
the SENA offi ce (721-1601) or e-mail sena@goldengate.net with as 
much information as possible, including the property address, 
the general concern, and the length of time the problem has 
persisted. Your submission will be kept confi dential.

Did You Know?
A number of businesses are moving into or undergoing change 
in the Standish and Ericsson neighborhoods.
•   Joey D’s (3101 E. 42nd St.) is now Chris & Rob’s, Chicago’s Taste 

Authority. Owners Rob and Chris Dubnecay serve the food they 
grew up with in the Windy City, and they’re proud to say, “It’s the 
real deal!” Visit www.chrisandrobs.com to read more about them 
and to see a menu.

•   Isabel’s Coffee Café (4159 Cedar Ave. S.) is expanding into the space 
directly east of it in order to add a bistro. (The East 42nd Street Salon, 
the former occupant, has moved to 4805 Nicollet Ave. S.) 

•   The building at 3959 28th Ave. S., formerly Daniels Cleaning Service, 
will soon be the newly remodeled home for Multiply Communica-
tions, a full-service advertising, marketing, and public relations 
agency. Learn more about Multiply at www.multiplycommunica
tions.com.     

•   A Caribou Coffee is coming to the neighborhood at 4745 Cedar Ave. S. 
(once Wayne’s Service Station). Watch for a May or June opening.

•   HomeMade Pizza Co., which features take-and-bake pizzas, is 
scheduled to open in early spring at 4737 Cedar Ave. S. (the former 
Dairy Queen site). Learn more at http://homemadepizza.com/
cooking.php. 

•   Help-U-Sell Habana Group has moved into the offi ce at 4205 28th 
Ave. S. The real estate company offers “a full menu of services but 
still allows consumers to decide how and when they want to involve 
a real estate professional.” Phone: 729-7777. Web: http://habanagro
up.helpusell.com/AgentHome/Homepage.aspx. 
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Answer to Where Is It? (No. 2)
This fancy sign was constructed at the intersection of 38th St. and 
Cedar Ave. in December 1997 to give the corner a special identity. 
Landscaping was added the following spring. The project was 
funded by the city’s development agency, the Powderhorn Com-
munity Council, and the 38th and Cedar Business Association.

Environmental Science at NUELC
cz Hmfoo Tipfnblfs- Tdippm Obuvsbmjtu

Northrop Urban Environmental Learning Center (NUELC, 
4315 31st Ave. S.) recently hired me to work with students and 
staff on environmental science activities. The position is funded 
through the Minnesota Department of Education and the Jeffers 
Foundation. The funding allows us to imbed environmental 
science curriculum into our math and literacy curriculum. For 
example, I recently co-taught an environmental education activ-
ity called “How Many Bears Can Live in This Forest?” This game 
illustrates the concept of the carrying capacity of a habitat and 
includes a mathematics activity. Most of these environmental 
lessons will include exercises to build mathematics skills.

I am also working with Stacy Severson, Northrop’s environ-
mental science teacher, to plan active hands-on curriculum that 
focuses on the environment and the stewardship of its resources. 
Whenever possible, we will use outdoor learning opportunities 
such as the nearby Minnehaha Creek.

The funding makes possible other initiatives. A “green team,” 
made up of a student from each class, is working to improve 
the school’s recycling program. The students collect and recycle 
items from classrooms and will do other activities such as raising 
plants in our grow labs.

In January, we began an after-school “young naturalists” club. 
The group is open to all grades and features games, science ex-
periments, plant growing, “greening” of the school, and service 
projects with our community.

With public focus on the environment so strong, now is a great 
time to help our students become literate about the natural 
world. We view Northrop’s students as tomorrow’s (and even 
today’s) environmental problem solvers. The goal is to give 
students environmental skills and to help them excel in science 
and mathematics. We will focus on our local environment but 
teach that we are connected to something larger than the Min-
nehaha Creek watershed.

We are glad to be members of the Standish and Ericsson com-
munity and look forward to working with our neighbors in the 
days ahead.

Sibley ParkSibley ParkSibley Park
The warming room and the skating and hockey rinks are 
scheduled to be open at least through Feb. 19. The time may 
be extended due to unseasonably warm weather in Decem-
ber. The park has more than 100 pairs of skates that can be 
used for free! Call 370-4954 for details.

Registration for baseball/softball begins Mar. 13. Volunteer 
coaches are needed. Sibley Park offers T-ball and four-pitch 
as well as competitive ball up to 10th grade. Practice begins 
when the fi elds are ready, and games begin early in May.

The computer lab is open to youth and adults of all ages who 
like to surf the Web, check e-mail, or play games. Call the 
park for specifi c times. Funding is needed to help fi nance the 
lab and the upkeep of the computers and Internet. Contact 
Brian at Sibley Park if you or your business would like to 
help sponsor this program.

The Bunny Brunch and Egg Hunt is Sat., Mar. 31. Brunch 
will be served from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. The cost is $3 for 
pancakes, sausage, doughnut, and juice/coffee. All activities 
(10:00–11:30 a.m.) are free. The Big Egg Hunt starts at 11:30 
a.m., with prizes for all!

Visit the park online at www.minneapolisparks.org to search 
for or register for programs and activities. Or stop by and ask 
the staff if you have a question or suggestion.

Senior luncheons for ages 55+ are on the fi rst Tuesday of the 
month (Feb. 6 and Mar. 6). Enjoy a great atmosphere and 
socialize as Park Director Brian cooks ups a wonderful lunch. 
The cost is $4, and the time is 11:30 a.m. To fi nd out the menu 
or to be put on the mailing list, call 370-4954. 

Lake Hiawatha Park 

Nokomis Healthy Seniors
Although Nokomis Healthy Seniors (NHS) moved in October to 
4200 Cedar Ave. S. (the former site of the Danish American Cen-
ter), many of its programs have not moved. The pedicure/blood 
pressure clinic on Thursday mornings remains at Bethel Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church (4120 17th Ave. S.), and the monthly 
health programs are still at Faith Lutheran Church (3430 E. 51st 
St.). Even the phone number for NHS is the same (729-5499).

The health program on Feb. 28 will feature Wally Hannes, a 
local musician who has become a favorite with NHS members. 
The Mar. 28 program, “Safety for Seniors,” will be presented by 
Offi cer Sue Roethele of Community Crime Prevention/SAFE. 
The programs are at 1:30 p.m. Please bring your own mug, and 
call Margo at NHS if you need a ride.

Renovation continues at the Lake Hiawatha Park building. Although 
most of the work has been done internally, the side of the building facing 
the lake shows preparation for the extension that will be constructed 
there. This picture was taken in early January.
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Todd Fierst

So I’ve talked about a lot of topics 
here. I’m a mortgage banker, and I 
thought I would share some informa-
tion from the industry that might be 
helpful to neighborhood residents. 

Credit Score. Know it—monitor it. 
Have a fi nancial person you trust go 
through it with you. Go to www.an
nualcreditreport.com and download 
yours for free. It is a federal law that 
you are entitled to one report from 
each of the three credit bureaus, or you can get your credit score 
within 60 days of being denied a credit line.

Reverse Mortgages. Seniors have asked me about reverse mort-
gages. These are a legitimate way to supplement retirement in-
come. They are federally guaranteed loans; if you get one, you are 
free to stay in your home as long as you like, and you can never 
owe more than you borrowed. The Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD) makes sure you know what you’re 
getting into by making each person who gets one go to a class 
on it. Both American Association of Retired Persons (AARP) 
and HUD have great primers on this option. Check them out 
at their Web sites at http://www.aarp.org/money/revmort/and 
http://www.hud.gov/buying/rvrsmort.cfm.

Home Appreciation. We are 12 months into a 24-month cycle 
of slowing or no appreciation. This could last longer than 24 
months because of the unprecedented housing ride we all 
just took. Like any good economist, I would say, on the other 
hand, that specifi c neighborhoods may rebound quicker than 
others. I think for Standish and Ericsson we have a lot going 
for us—strong infrastructure, convenient transportation, parks, 
amenities, walkability, good housing stock, continued urban 
renewal, and mostly starter-home prices. Average listing time 
for a typical house in our neighborhoods is shorter than for most 
suburban areas. If you must sell, you are in a good neighbor-
hood to do so. 

Home Remodeling. Be careful and do your research. The danger 
here is not getting your return on investment. The key is, Are 
you remodeling for resale or for your family’s enjoyment? If for 
resale, keep it simple. If you plan to stay for a while, then go 
ahead and treat yourself. It may be time for that new kitchen or 
for that purple bathroom you always wanted!

I’ve heard of some innovative ways people are working 
to strengthen schools in our neighborhoods. Tell me more! 
I would like to hear from you and write about this in my 
next column. E-mail me with your good school ideas (Todd_
þ erst@Countrywide.com).


