STANDISH-ERICSSON
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

Skating and Board
Games Party, January 9

The Ninth Annual Skating and Board
Games Party will take place on Sun., Jan.
9, at Lake Hiawatha Neighborhood Cen-
ter (27th Ave. S. and E. 44th St.) from 2:00
p.m. to 5:00 p.m. The theme this year is
“Chinese New Year” so wear something
representing this celebration. Also bring
anonperishable foodshelf donation. You
and your family and neighbors can skate
and then come inside to warm up, have
some free food, and play board games.
There will be music and door prizes. If
you don'thave skates, some will be avail-
able at the rink. The party is sponsored
by SENA and the Minneapolis Park and
Recreation Board. See you there!

Whole Light Rail Line
Now Open

The Hiawatha light rail line is opening
its airport and Mall of America stations
four weeks early (on Dec. 4), just in time
for the busiest shopping and travel time
of the year.

The extension spans four miles and five

stations, with service to the Lindbergh

and Humphrey terminals at the airport

and to the Mall of America. Trains also
— Continued on page 6 —
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Traffic Issues Reviewed at Community Meeting,
September 28

More than 50 people attended SENA’s Community Traffic Meeting on Sept. 28. The
meeting was sponsored by the Transportation Action Group (TAG) in response to the
many changes that have recently occurred in the Standish and Ericsson neighborhoods.
The level of concern regarding traffic issues was also highlighted by the results of the
Neighborhood Revitalization Program (NRP) Phase II planning survey. More than half
of the respondents indicated they had concerns about traffic. (See the June/July 2004
issue of SENA News.)

The first half of the meeting was dedicated to status updates on light rail transit (LRT)
and related parking issues, Highway 55 (Hiawatha Ave.) traffic and stoplights, Metro
Transit bus service, and the River-Lake Greenway. Some highlights of the information
presented include the following:

. The LRT has been a great success, with passenger
volumes nearly 100% higher than expected. Service to the
airport and the Mall of America is scheduled to begin on
Dec. 4. The park-and-ride lot at the Ft. Snelling Station is
open, with two other lots under construction (near the mall
and near Lake St.). Parking in the neighborhoods around the
stations is a concern, and solutions such as “critical park-
ing” were discussed. However, nothing will be implemented
until after service to the mall begins and the needs at each
station are studied.

— Continued on page 3 —

NRP Phase Il Community Meeting
Held November 6

Residents and stakeholders of the Standish and Ericsson neighborhoods turned out on
the morning of Sat., Nov. 6, to consider the future of the neighborhoods, as part of the
planning for Phase II of the Neighborhood Revitalization Program (NRP). They reviewed
what happened in Phase I, learned about the framework for planning Phase I, discussed
characteristics of the neighborhoods, and participated in a visual-preference survey in
regard to housing. The meeting was held at Lake Hiawatha Neighborhood Center.

Members of SENA’s NRP Steering Committee presented information about the recently
completed neighborhood survey and about the process for the upcoming NRP Phase II.
Because the legislation establishing NRP required 52% of the money to be spent on hous-
ing and not that much was spent in Phase I, a greater percentage of the allotted funds
must go to housing-related programs. In addition,
Minneapolis expects an increase of 26,000 house-
holds over the next 20 years and has made housing
its principal priority in the Minneapolis Plan. The
result is that about 70% of SENA’s $1,100,000 for
Phase II must be related to housing. NRP has put
together several ready-made programs to help
neighborhoods make the most of their housing
money, and the Steering Committee, in collabora-

— Continued on page 3 —



SENA Garden Club

The SENA Garden Club will hold
its annual holiday potluck and or-
nament exchange on Thurs., Dec.
16, at 7:00 p.m. Those attending this
popular event bring a food item to
share and, if interested, a wrapped
holiday ornament to exchange.

The Garden Club will take January
off and meet again starting in Feb-
ruary, at which time everyone will
share gardening catalogs. If you
want to attend the holiday party
or any other Garden Club meeting,
please call the SENA office (721-
1601) for location.

Roosevelt Staff
and Community to
Meet, January 18

Another in the series of meetings
that Roosevelt High School (4029
28th Ave. S.) holds with community
members will take place on Tues.,
Jan. 18, at 7:00 p.m. at the school
(Room 245). These meetings, which
last about an hour, are opportunities
for community residents, particular-
ly those who live near the school,
to raise concerns or to learn what
is happening at the school. A final
meeting for this school year will be
held in April.

SENA NEWS

The Standish-Ericsson Neighbor-
hood Association Newsletter

SENA News is a bimonthly publication
of the Standish-Ericsson Neighborhood
Association (SENA). It is made possible
by funds from the Neighborhood Revital-
ization Program (NRP) and Citizen Par-
ticipation (CP) funds. Copyright ©2004
by SENA.

Ann King and Judy Peacock
Co-Editors
Heidi Sonsteby-Naughton
Photo Editor

Address correspondence to:
SENA
4000 28th Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55406-3119
Phone: (612) 721-1601

Web site: www.standish-ericsson.org
E-mail: sena@goldengate.net
SENA News is available in alternative
formats (e.g., large type) upon request.

Community Events Calendar

December 2004

Roosevelt Community Library (4026 28th Ave. S., 630-6590): Mondays, 12:00 noon to 8:00
p-m.; Wednesdays and Fridays, 10:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m. Children’s Bedtime Stories, Mondays,
7:30 p.m., Tales for Tots, Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m.
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Senior congregate dining and blood pressure checks, Holy Cross Lutheran Church (1720
E. Minnehaha Pkwy.), 12:00 noon, $3. Call 729-6668 two days before.

Opening of Hiawatha light-rail stations at airport and Mall of America. (See p. 1.)
Senior congregate dining, Sibley Park (19th Ave. S. and E. 40th St.), 11:30 a.m., $3.

Low Vision Support Group, Ebenezer Lutheran Church (1830 E. 41st St.), 10:00-11:30
a.m.

Holiday cookie making and movie for youth ages 3-12, Sibley Park, 1:00-4:00 p.m. (See p.
7.)

SENA Board meeting, Our Redeemer Lutheran Church (4000 28th Ave. S.; use 27th Ave.
entrance), 7:00 p.m., handicapped accessible. Child care provided if requested by Dec. 9.
SENA Garden Club annual holiday potluck and ornament exchange, 7:00 p.m. (See this
page.)

Holiday concert, Roosevelt High School (4029 28th Ave. S.), 7:00 p.m.

Holiday Pancake Breakfast, Lake Hiawatha Neighborhood Center (27th Ave. S. and E. 44th
St.), 10:00 a.m.—-12:00 noon. (See p. 7.)

Senior blood pressure checks, congregate dining, and program, Ebenezer Lutheran Church,
12:30 p.m. Optional donation. First-time attendees are guests of the church.

Family holiday party, Lake Hiawatha Neighborhood Center, 6:30-7:30 p.m. (See p. 7.)
Senior blood pressure checks, Standish Green (2210 E. 40th St.), 12:00 noon.
Caregiver Support Group, Ebenezer Lutheran Church, 1:00 p.m.
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January 2005
Senior congregate dining, Sibley Park (19th Ave. S. and E. 40th St.), 11:30 a.m., $3.

Senior congregate dining and blood pressure checks, Holy Cross Lutheran Church (1720
E. Minnehaha Pkwy.), 12:00 noon, $3. Call 729-6668 two days before.

Ninth Annual Skating and Board Games Party, Lake Hiawatha Neighborhood Center (27th
Ave. S. and E. 44th St.), 2:00-5:00 p.m. (See p. 1.)

SENA Board meeting, Our Redeemer Lutheran Church (4000 28th Ave. S.; use 27th Ave.
entrance), 7:00 p.m., handicapped accessible. Child care provided if requested by Jan. 6.

Low Vision Support Group, Ebenezer Lutheran Church (1830 E. 41st St.), 10:00-11:30
a.m.

Martin Luther King, Jr., celebration, Powderhorn Park (3400 15th Ave. S.). (See p. 7.)

Senior blood pressure checks, congregate dining, and program, Ebenezer Lutheran Church,
12:30 p.m. Optional donation. First-time attendees are guests of the church.

Staff-community meeting, Roosevelt High School (4029 28th Ave. S.), 7:00 p.m. (See this
page.)

Second NRP community meeting, 10:00 a.m. — 12:00 noon. Watch for a postcard.

Senior blood pressure checks, Standish Green (2210 E. 40th St.), 12:00 noon.

Nokomis Healthy Seniors Health Program: “Health Awareness,” Faith Lutheran Church
(3430 E. 51st St.), 1:30 p.m. Free. Call 729-5499 for a ride.

Caregiver Support Group, Ebenezer Lutheran Church, 1:00 p.m.

Senior Citizens’ Corner

Events on specific days are listed in the calendar above. Recurring events include: (1) Senior
Card Players at Sibley Park (19th Ave. S. and E. 40th St.), Tuesdays, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon.
Come and enjoy the fun of 500 or other card games. (2) Seniors Card Club at the Hiawatha
YMCA (4100 28th Ave. S.), every Monday (12:00 noon until 2:00 p.m.). Call Dori Brandon
(821-2976) for more information. (3) Crafty Ladies at Sibley Park on Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m.
to 12:00 noon. Knitting, crocheting, and all types of crafts are worked on. (4) The “Nurse
Is In” at Nokomis Healthy Seniors (NHS, 4553 34th Ave. S.) on Thursday mornings. Chat
over coffee and cake, have a blood pressure check, or schedule a pedicure. (5) Congregate
dining at Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 12:00 noon every day, Monday through Friday (call
two days ahead of time, 729-6668), $3.
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Traffic Issues Reviewed

— Continued from page | —

e Highway 55 stoplights are a problem, and engineers have
been working to adjust them. Final adjustments, based on
actual train speeds, will be made after service to the mall
begins. Specific problem areas, such as westbound 46th St.,
are also being studied.

*  Metro Transit representatives promoted the modified bus
routes that serve the LRT stations and stressed that parking
problems in the neighborhoods could be alleviated if people
used the bus connections. They highlighted the No. 46 bus
route as a new east-west route that serves Highland Park,
the 46th St. station, and the west side of the city. The No.
46 route uses 42nd St. from about 34th Ave. to Cedar Ave.
and then drops south on Cedar to 46th St. (hence the name
of the route) to head west toward Edina.

The second half of the meeting was a question-and-answer ses-
sion. In addition to the issues already covered, the Minneapolis
Police Department provided frank answers to residents” ques-
tions regarding enforcement of traffic regulations.

Thanks to everyone who attended and helped make the meeting
a success. TAG volunteers will continue to address neighbor-
hood traffic and transportation concerns.

Did You Know?

v Scott Larson has left Cedar Avenue Repair (4301 Cedar Ave.
S.), where he was employed for 30 years, to run a church
camp in Battle Lake, Minn., with his wife and four sons.
Many people in the neighborhood have appreciated Scott’s
work over the years. If you would like to sign an apprecia-
tion book for Scott, stop in at the shop before the end of the
year.

v Gopher Garage Door Service, a new business in the Ericsson
Neighborhood, offers garage door and opener repair, and
installation of garage door openers. Owner Jeff Carpentier
recently relocated to South Minneapolis after five years of
operation in Farmington. The business doesn’t have a retail
store; the work is done at the customer’s location. Phone:
724-2669. Web site: www.gopherdoor.com.

UPDATES

Housing Action Group

B One of our group’s activities is to review applications for a
zoning variance and make recommendations. The City of
Minneapolis’s principal means of controlling land use is
the zoning ordinance, which divides the city into different
districts. The individual districts determine lot size, building
height, building and parking setbacks, required parking,
and various other standards. The Board of Adjustment may
grant a variance from these requirements if a resident can
demonstrate hardship due to strict adherence to the zoning
code.

We meet on the fourth Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m.
Please join us! We have lots to do in the months ahead. (See
the article “You're Invited . . .” on p. 6.)

Quality of Life Action Group

B We are busy preparing for the annual Skating and Board
Games Party on Jan. 9. It will be held at Lake Hiawatha Park
(27th Ave. S. and E. 44th St.) from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. (See
the article on p. 1.) Call the SENA office (721-1601) or the
park (370-4930) for more information.
Our group has put together Welcome-Wagon-type packets
for people who have just moved into Standish or Ericsson.
Each packet contains information about our neighbor-
hoods and coupons from local businesses. Please stop by
the SENA office and pick up a packet for new neighbors on
your block.

Transportation Action Group

B The public meeting on neighborhood transportation is-
sues, which we hosted on Sept. 28, was very successful,
and we have been discussing the concerns that were
raised (see the article on p. 1). We also hosted a public
meeting regarding a parking variance request by Tillie’s
Bean, a coffee shop that plans to open on the southeast
corner of 38th St. and 28th Ave. If you would like to have
input on transportation issues in our neighborhoods,
please visit or join our group. We meet the second Tues-
day of the month at 6:30 p.m. at the SENA office.

Planning Meeting Held

— Continued from page | —

tion with the Housing Action Group, will study those to see if
they fit for Standish and Ericsson.

At this meeting, however, the Steering Committee wanted to
know what was important to residents about the neighborhoods.
The next 20 years will bring many changes (in fact, with the
arrival of light rail transit, some of these changes have already
started). Participants at the meeting were asked to describe the
strengths and weaknesses of the neighborhoods and what they
foresaw as opportunities for and threats to the neighborhoods.
The questions were discussed in small groups, and the groups’
reactions were reported and written down. Participants priori-
tized the most important items with stickers. These reactions
will give the Steering Committee a big-picture view of residents’

hopes and concerns.

A particularly enjoyable and unusual portion of the meeting in-
volved each person looking for 15 seconds at a series of pictures
on the walls and marking down an immediate reaction (positive,
negative, or somewhere in between). The pictures were of many
different types of housing. Each person looked at each picture,
moving around the room to the sound of a bell.

Another meeting, with specific recommendations for Phase II
that the community can vote on, will be held on Sat., Jan. 22. If
you would like a copy of the results of the November meeting,
or if you would like to comment, contact SENA. (SENA contact
information is on p. 2 of this issue.)



SENA Board: New Members
and Officers

At the annual meeting on Mon., Sept. 13, the SENA Board of
Directors elected new executive officers. They are president,
Todd Fierst; vice-president, Craig Peterson; secretary, Jodi
Sarles; and treasurer, Tori Hansing. Officers are elected to
one-year terms and may only serve in a particular office for
three consecutive years. You can read more from new Presi-
dent Todd Fierst in the President’s Column on page 8.

The newly elected board members are Tori Hansing, Joel
Zylstra and Craig Peterson ("bio" next issue).

Tori Hansing - Tori graduated from
the University of Minnesota with a
bachelor’s degree in graphic design.
Her current career is as a computer
programmer for US Bank. She speaks
Spanish “somewhat” fluently. Tori
enjoys going to the dog park and play-
I ing volleyball once or twice a week.

Another of her hobbies is working
on home improvement projects. Tori lives in the Standish
Neighborhood.

Joel Zylstra - Joel and his wife, Karin,
have lived in the Ericsson Neighbor-
hood for two years. Joel is an attorney
practicing in the area of insurance
defense and coverage analysis at the
Minneapolis firm of Hanson Lulic &
Krall. Through his work Joel has had
considerable experience working with
municipalities, including offering ad- L

vice on insurance policies and losses that municipalities
incur. He majored in political science at Luther College and
received his law degree from Hamline University.

SENA says thank you to...

The outgoing executive officers for their outstanding work.
They are president, Doris Overby; vice-president, John
Betcher; and treasurer, Joyce Boettcher. Jodi Sarles continues
as secretary.

Midtown Public Market’s Second

Season a Great Success
by Joanna Stone, Market Coordinator

The second season of the Midtown Public Market (MPM) ended
with the Harvest Festival on Sat., Oct. 30. Our 2004 season,
which included 33 market days, drew an estimated 20,000 shop-
pers. Altogether, 70 vendors, 75 entertainers, and 50 community
groups participated. Our group of 70 volunteers contributed
2,000 volunteer hours.

Thanks to all who made this season’s market such a great suc-
cess. If you would like to be among the first to receive updates
about next year’s season, just give us your e-mail or mailing
address and we’ll add you to our list (we promise not to flood
your inbox or mailbox). Call the office at 724-7457 or e-mail
midtownmarket@quwest.net.

Librarian Normakay Retires
by Kathy Ford, Standish Resident

Over the past two years, Standish
and Ericsson residents have been
asked at various neighborhood
meetings to identify the treasures
of this area. Obvious assets such as
Lake Hiawatha and its surround-
ing parklands, Sibley Park, and the
Roosevelt Community Library have
always made the lists, but only one
person’s name was ever mentioned
in this context. That person was Normakay Marthinson, the
long-time head librarian at the Roosevelt branch library. People
spoke of her welcoming presence, her ever-present smile, and
her obvious love for the job she did so well. But, as of Nowv. 1,
Normakay retired and ended her long career with the Minne-
apolis Public Library system.

Normakay began working in the library system the day after
Labor Day in 1960. She reported to the old main library in
downtown Minneapolis, the library that was razed in the 1960s
to make room for the library that was recently demolished as
another new central library is being constructed. She worked
in every library in the city except the now-defunct facility at
Seven Corners. After working at the old Central Ave. building,
Normakay moved on to bookmobile assignments and then to
the Franklin and North libraries for several years. She was as-
signed to Roosevelt in 1975, but, because of her experience, the
library system continued to place her in temporary assignments
in other buildings as needed.

Luckily for this neighborhood, Normakay always came back. In
bidding goodbye to the Roosevelt Community Library recently,
Normakay said that she “always loved Roosevelt and always
loved the neighborhood since it was home to me.” Over the
years, she showed her interest in the neighborhood by working
on several SENA committees.

Normakay’s final year at the library was very challenging, as she
rotated among several branches. Besides working three days a
week at Roosevelt, she spent one day at the Northeast branch
and alternating Saturdays at Northeast and Hosmer. Her big-
gest regret was not seeing the Roosevelt branch remodeled or
rebuilt in a new location. She had planned to retire at the end
of 2004, but thoughts of winter weather led her to leave her
position sooner. Besides having a home in Minneapolis, she
has maintained her family home in northern Iowa and traveled
there on weekends.

A neighborhood farewell party was held at the library in late
September, and former staff members honored Normakay on
Oct. 24. Her many friends wish her a long and happy retirement.
Standish and Ericsson residents have been extremely fortunate
to have had this neighborhood treasure in their midst for so
long.



The two-story house on the corner of 28th Ave. S. and E. 41st
St. looks like any recently remodeled family home. The inside
brims with activity—not of one child or of one family, but on
behalf of many families. Recently relocated (since April) from
Lake Street, the Early Childhood Resource and Training Center
(ECRTC) continues its mission to facilitate and coordinate the
healthy development of children throughout Minnesota.

Executive Director Sameerah Bilal-Roby and her multicultural
staff of 15 specialists are dedicated to training and educating
caregivers to meet the educational and developmental needs of
children from birth through grade 12. Open to the child-rear-
ing needs of all ethnic groups, ECRTC focuses on training new
immigrants, people of color, and teachers in public schools.
While respecting the cultural differences in those communi-
ties, ECRTC’s core values are that no child should be abused
and that every child should receive a good education, live in
adequate housing, and be loved.

One of ECRTC's programs is Family, Friends, and Neighbors
Care. This program recruits and trains nontraditional care-
givers such as grandparents, aunts and uncles, neighbors, and
friends from African communities to provide child care while
parents are at school or work. There are five comprehensive
training sessions, including home visits, over a five-month
period.

Another program, English Language Learning (ELL), helps
new immigrants advance their English language skills as a way
to promote job and academic success. The program is free, and
most of its participants come from the Southside community.

Business Feature

Early Childhood Resource and Training Center: Reaching the Minority Caregiver
by Bill Fietzer, Standish Resident

ECRTC also works with groups outside the Twin Cities. For
example, the White Earth tribal community in northern Min-
nesota implements one of ECRTC’s program models.

The changes at ECRTC are not limited to its new address. New
programs will focus on the Native American, Pacific Islander,
Somali, Eritrean, African American, and Latino cultures. A
school readiness cross-cultural forum is also in development.
ECRTC’s Web site (www.ecrcl.org) was recently revamped,
and more conference rooms are planned for the remodeling
of the basement.

Whether caregivers come through the door on their own or
are referred from agencies across the state, ECRTC—as it has
since 1973—is there to assist them. ECRTC is located at 4048
28th Ave. S. Its hours are Monday through Friday, 7:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. Phone: 721-0112.

ECRTC staff:
1st row (front
row): Sonia
Velez, Tracy
Frederick,
Gloria Melgar,
Sameerah
Bilal-Roby,
Lori Higgins- i
Parker. 2nd row: Maiya Thao, Linda Jones. 3rd row: Malyun
Duale, Nina Harris, Jessica Hill. 4th row: Fatima Egal, Casandra
Williams-Sims. Missing from photo: Laban Ohito.

Churches Sponsor Tutoring
Program, Need Tutors

Roosevelt High School freshmen and sophomores are getting
help from tutors through a program set up by Minnehaha-Com-
munion Lutheran Church (4101 37th Ave. S.) and Our Redeemer
Lutheran Church (4000 28th Ave. S.) in collaboration with staff
members from Roosevelt High School (4029 28th Ave. S.). Vol-
unteers from the University of Minnesota and the community at
large assist students with math, science, English, and other types
of homework. The tutoring center, located at Our Redeemer Lu-
theran Church, across the street from the school, runs Monday
through Thursday from 3:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Although the program started in November, it is still small and
needs volunteer tutors. Students who have been recommended
by teachers come once or twice a week, and the plan is for them
to work one on one with the same person for an extended period
of time. Volunteers can work one day a week, or more if they
wish. If you enjoy working with young people and want to make
an important contribution to the community (or if you just want
more information), contact Bob Speirs, the intern pastor for both
churches, at 729-7317.

Saving Labels and Such for Schools

In the past, SENA News has asked residents to save labels,
boxtops, etc., for Ericsson Community School (4315 31st Ave. S.).
The staff has now learned from Bev Kennedy, the community /
parent facilitator with Roosevelt High School (4029 28th Ave. S.),
that Roosevelt also collects Kemps milk caps and Campbell’s
soup labels and participates in the Project A+ program of Tyson.
Those who would like to support the high school in this time of
tight school budgets can drop off caps and labels in Room 245 or
in the main office. All milk caps turned in are worth five cents to
the school, and, these days, literally every nickel counts.

The General Mills Box Tops for Education program benefits only
grades K through 8, so those should go to Ericsson. Campbell’s
soup labels and Kemps caps can be used at either level. As usual,
SENA will take your labels, boxtops, and bottle caps at any of its
meetings or at the office and will get them to the schools. Let’s
all take a moment to save these small items that mean a lot to
neighborhood schools.



You Are Invited ...

In the fall of 2003, SENA mailed a survey to a randomly gener-
ated list of Standish and Ericsson residents. The survey was
an early step in Phase II of the Neighborhood Revitalization
Program (NRP) planning process. Question 17 on the survey
asked, Are you willing to be a SENA volunteer? Almost 16% of
respondents answered yes.

According to 2000 census information, the adult population
(age 18 and over) of the Standish and Ericsson neighborhoods
is 7,674. If the random sample predicts the response of the en-
tire neighborhood (and a random sample generally does), that
means there are 1,228 people willing to volunteer for SENA. If
you're one of those people and you're just waiting to be invited,
consider this your invitation. Let SENA know what you're in-
terested in and the NRP Steering Committee will do its best to
find the right spot for you. Right now SENA has the following
specific needs:

1. People who have grantwriting and / or program development
experience, or individuals with related experience who want to
expand their skills. NRP Phase II funds are very limited. SENA
needs to develop new funding sources if important community
activities are to continue.

2. Committee members for the Housing Action Group (HAG).
Nearly 70% of NRP Phase II funds must be committed to hous-
ing. That means this should be a very busy group. If you have
skills that will help develop and monitor housing programs or
if you are just interested in housing, SENA needs you.

To RSVP to this invitation, call the SENA office at 721-1601 or
send an e-mail to sena@goldengate.net.

Whole Light Rail Line Now Open

— Continued from page | —

serve a 600-car park-and-ride lot at the 28th Ave. Station, just east
of the Mall of America, as well as Bloomington Central Station,
the centerpiece of a 43-acre mixed-use development planned by
McGough Construction and the city of Bloomington.

Winter commuting is easy. Trains run frequently, and stations
have three-sided covered windscreens and passenger-activated
heat to keep you warm while you wait. Every household and
business in the corridor are within four blocks of a bus route
that connects to a light-rail station. And transfers are valid
between bus and rail if used within two-and-a-half hours. To
plan your trip, call 373-3333, or try the online trip planner at
www.metrotransit.org.

A train inside
the light-rail
tunnel during
construction of
the Lindbergh
Terminal
Station.

Notes from

Ericsson Community School
by Kate Kampa, Ericsson Attendance Liaison
and Standish Resident

Ericsson’s Year

It's hard to believe that we are in the second quarter of the
school year! Ericsson has seen lots of changes due to declining
enrollment and funding. We have lost several beloved teachers
but have welcomed some talented new teachers to our school.
Ericsson’s principal, J. Bradley Johnson, retired after five years
with us, and we are pleased to have Kathy Burke here leading
our children and staff. She came out of retirement to join us and
brings many years of experience.

We continue to work hard on academics. However, we do take
time for a little fun now and then. On Dec. 10, we will have
our Holiday Bazaar. This unique opportunity for students has
been a part of Ericsson’s history for 25 years. Ericsson’s Parent
Teacher Organization provides enough homemade crafts and
store-bought items that each student can “shop” for three gifts
for their family for free. For our young students, this is a chance
to learn about giving and thinking about others. Donations of
small items (candles, tree ornaments, coffee mugs, inexpensive
jewelry, etc.) are greatly appreciated.

We know that many changes are coming our way, but, in the
meantime, we continue to teach and nurture children.

Keeping Kids in School

Minneapolis Public Schools has a goal of 95% attendance for each
and every student. Study after study has shown that, if kids are
in school, they will make progress and that truancy is one of the
leading indicators that a child will not succeed. Neighbors can
help by reporting truancy to the police. If you see kids walking
the neighborhood or parks on a school day, call 911. Say that it
is not an emergency but that you see school-age kids who are
not in school.

It can be difficult to know when students are supposed to be
in school if you do not have school-age children in your life.
Upcoming release days for Minneapolis Public Schools are Dec.
9 (late-start day), Dec. 20 through Jan. 3 (winter break), Jan. 17,
and Jan. 28. I will update this list in the future. Remember, kids
who are not in school are missing valuable educational time.
Besides, if they are not in school, they will find trouble or trouble
will find them! Let’s work together to keep kids in school and
keep our property and our kids safe.

NHS Celebrates 10th Anniversary

Nokomis Healthy Seniors
(NHS) celebrated its
10th anniversary on
Oct. 9 at the Riverview
Theater. Left to right:
Joan Bargman, current
NHS board chair; Elana
Gravitz, executive
director; and Peter
McLaughlin, Hennepin
County commissioner.




Dutch EIm Disease

Strikes Again
by Kelly Hailstone, Standish Resident

A few years ago an elderly man ap-
proached Maggie and David in their
leafy backyard in the Standish
Neighborhood. He happened to
be in the area and it had been a
long time since he had seen the elm
tree he had planted over 55 years before.
He used his arm span to affectionately de-
scribe how tall it was when he first pitched it into
the ground. For good reason, most homeowners are
emotionally attached to their large trees. The American
elm, in particular, is a graceful part of the American urban
neighborhood’s history. So when Dutch Elm Disease (DED)
made a devastating comeback to the Twin Cities area this year,
people felt the impact profoundly.

Maggie and David haven't lost their elm. Yet. Three years ago
an arborist from a local tree service company inspected their elm
and found only a few dead branches. Since then, they’ve been
keeping a close eye on it. This year, Maggie noticed an additional
branch had dead leaves. They're hoping that, much like media
coverage of the flu vaccine shortage, paranoia has prompted
them to read into symptoms that are actually benign. Both in-
dicated that this summer’s dry weather and the tree’s tendency
to attract hungry squirrels have eased some of their fears that
DED may be present, but the epidemic height of the disease has
made an impression on them nonetheless. Their plan is to wait
until spring to have the same company reinspect the tree. In
the meantime, David reflected on its significance. Meeting the
original planter of the elm, he said, endowed enormous value
on the tree. Like having original windows in pristine condition,
sitting beneath a healthy, mature tree that is as old as the house
connects you to its past. Inspired, he added that their elm was
planted the same year as Pearl Harbor and that it is a part of
the “old house-ness of our old house.”

Their hesitance to have the tree inspected, they concede, is
wrapped more in their denial of the possibility of losing the
tree than over the cost of having it removed. However, for many,
the latter is a more decisive factor. Treating healthy or suspicious
trees with an insecticide or fungicide costs between $250 and
$600 and lasts one to three seasons according to Rainbow Tree
Service. Tree removal is even pricier, and no subsidies exist to
offset costs. Infected-tree owners may, however, finance the re-
moval by contracting with the city. For Maggie and David, the
removal of their elm would cause vexing problems. Not having
the enormous leaf span that shades their west-facing windows
will exponentially increase their house heat, resulting in higher
air conditioning costs in the summer—not to mention less time
spent outdoors under the oppressive rays. Although they’d hope
to replace the tree, the present root system would likely over-
power most seedlings’ start on life. Furthermore, stump-grind-
ing equipment will not fit through the narrow back alley.

Although the couple is confident their elm is uninfected, an
unsettling number of residents were not so fortunate this season.
DED is a fatal disease that affects the water-conducting system,
preventing water from reaching the crown of the tree. Symptoms

begin with wilting and/or faded yellow leaves on the crown
of the tree. Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB)
inspectors begin searching the city boulevards and parks for this
trait beginning in late March/early April. If an elm is deemed
suspicious, their next step is to peel back a small area of bark to
expose the sapwood. An infected tree will have brown streaks
or total brown saturation instead of the milky white insides of a
healthy tree. MPRB inspectors also respond to calls to investigate
trees on private property. If the tree is determined to be infected,
the resident receives a condemnation notice and has 20 days to
remove the tree. Residents may appeal by contacting a private
arborist for a second opinion.

DED is spread by elm bark beetles that burrow into infected
elms for the winter before migrating to healthy elms in the
spring, carrying the fungus with them. They can also survive
in elm firewood if the bark is not removed, which is why
it is against municipal ordinances to store dead elm wood
with the bark intact. DED is spread through the root-graft-
ing system as well. Early detection and removal is paramount
to preventing the spread of this landscape-leveling disease.
For more information contact the Forestry Section of the Min-
neapolis Park and Recreation Board at 370-4900.

Lake Hiawatha Neighborhood Center

Lake Hiawatha Neighborhood Center (27th Ave.S. and E. 44th
St.) will host its Holiday Pancake Breakfast on Sat., Dec. 18,
from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. The cost is $3 per person, with
a family maximum of $8. Children 5 and under are free. The
family holiday party will be held on Tues., Dec. 21 (6:30-7:30
p-m.). This free event will feature crafts, decorating cookies,
and having fun together.

Students can attend classes during the winter break. The first
week of vacation, there will be activities such as making holi-
day gifts and candles. For details about these programs and
also about the regular winter programs that start in January,
call the center at 370-4930.

Everyone can enjoy the annual Skating and Board Games
Party on Sun., Jan. 9, from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. See the
article on page 1.

Sibley Park

On Sat., Dec. 11, youth ages 312 can come to Sibley Park (19th
Ave.S. and E. 40th St.) for holiday cookie making and a movie
from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Depending on the weather, the
warming room and ice rink are scheduled to open Dec. 18.

Practice for hockey and basketball begins in December, with
season openers on Jan. 3. There is a $25 playing fee. Adult
yoga and step aerobics are held Saturday mornings, and
tumbling classes for ages 3-10 are held Saturday afternoons.
Call the park (370-4954) for more information.

There will be a Martin Luther King, Jr., celebration at Pow-
derhorn Park (3400 15th Ave. S.) on Mon., Jan. 17. Watch for
an announcement about the time.
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Fresiden’s

Hello. My name is Todd Fierst and
I'm the new president of the board of
the Standish-Ericsson Neighborhood
Association (SENA). I've lived in the
area for a few years and I'm excited
to serve you, the residents.

In my first few months as president,
I'm trying to learn the strengths and
weaknesses of the SENA board and \
our neighborhoods. I'm doing a lot e &
of listening, as well as studying the

history of what we’ve done over the years.

Many of you tell me that you like living in the Standish or
Ericsson neighborhoods because of their affordable housing,
centralized location, and low crime rate. We have attracted more
attention with light rail coming in, and a lot of younger home-
owners are buying their first house here. Because of this activity,
and our prime location, our neighborhoods should continue to
bubble with commercial development and home sales. I see the
SENA board’s job as providing you with a collective voice to the
people looking to develop this area, as well as to the city and
county agencies who monitor this development.

As residents of the Standish and Ericsson neighborhoods,
there are some Internet sites you should be aware of. First,
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me Todd Fierst

www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/planning/ has the latest informa-
tion from the City of Minneapolis Planning Division. It also
includes suggestions for development around the 38th St. light-
rail station. Second, www.nrp.org will keep you up-to-date on
the Neighborhood Revitalization Program. The NRP, as you
know, provides much of the funding to our organization. Lastly,
www.e-democracy.org/mpls provides a cyber opportunity to
hear about and discuss the latest goings on here and elsewhere
in the city.

SENA Says ThankYou to:

v The many officials and experts who gave up-to-date informa-
tion at the September transit meeting, including City Council
Member Sandy Colvin Roy, Hennepin County Commissioner
Peter McLaughlin, Dallas Hildebrand and Tim Drew from Min-
neapolis Public Works, Jennifer Lovaasen of the Metropolitan
Council Hiawatha Project, John Dillery and Bill Andre from
Metro Transit, and two officers (one of them, Lt. Dan Roen)
from the Minneapolis Police Department.

v The city representatives who met in October with the SENA
Steering Committee to discuss problems and opportunities for
SENA in planning Phase II of the Neighborhood Revitaliza-
tion Program (NRP). They were members of the Minneapolis
Department of Community Planning and Economic Develop-
ment (CPED)—]Jeff Schneider, Bob Cooper, Bill Koncak, and
Mike Larson—as well as Bob Miller of NRP.




